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NEAR/EAST AFRICA INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY
IRAQ

After 5 Febrpary, what?: The present iraqi Government may have 2
short life if former Prime Minister Nuri Said marshais his new Consti-
tutional Union Party against 6. Although the Jawdat Government has
not mada a definitive statement of poltey, # has already stimulated a
good deal of criticism. Many Iragis disapprove the apparant substi-
tution of a policy of ¢loser cooperation with Egypt (of which Daputy
Prime Mirister Pachachi’s currers visit {¢ Cairo is indicative) for
th2 union-with-Syris movement which Nuri spearhzaded. While Prime
Miaister Jawdal satisfisd 3 ponular demand by his abolition cf martizl
iaw, there is jitlie enthusiasm for the new banking 1aws and the tighter
tmport controls which the government has put inte ¢ffect or for Lhe
tax reforwms it is rumored to be preparing.

The showdown, if any, is likely (¢ follow the reconvening of
Pariiament on § February, at which time Jawdat is expected to announce
his program for the countiy. Nuri has signed up in bis party bath
tha President and Vice Prasideet ¢f Paritament and reportedly has
50 deputies on his rolis. Shouid hedecidzio tzke the reins of goverae
ment. back irto his own bands, it is improbabile that Jawdst could muster
sufficient support to stop him.

AFGHANMISTAN-PAKISTAN

Karachi‘s aflitude hardens: In anacuncing that it will counter
Afghanistan’s persistent agitziion f the tribal issue with such posi-
tive measures as the stationing ¢f regular troops st two key borgder
posts and the initiation of 2 propugandz campaign of its own among
the tribza, Pakistas is embarking on 2 new course designed te fores
3 showdown with the Afghans.  Tha2 moves which Karachi is now
malking are logical ones for demonstrating that Fakisiasa will not
meekly submit to vilification or dismemberment; t(hey may thus
serve both (0 check the ardor of the Afghans and €0 ¢xim the tribes-
men, who have tendad (o regard the Pakistant Government as weask
and timorous. Moreovar, tha sew policy, by diverting the force of
Pakistani emotions from the indians {0 the Afghans, should reduce the
possibility of vnwanted inciden’s alorg the Kashmir bordsr. Thae
Pakistanis apparently {zel that the present offers (hem their bkast
opportunity for dealing with the Afghan quastion; while Pakistan’s
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new firmness comes at a time when its relations with India are still
dangerously tense, the Kashmir negotiations are deadlocked and there
is virtually no likelihood that India would commence inilitary opera=-
tions in Xashmir or East Bengal without provocatica. H Pakistan is
-able to stand up under the strain of economic warfagre with India, as
it balieves it can, it thus has a breathing spell of saveral months in
which to deal with other outstanding problems. Although Pakistan’s
present course is likely to intensify the strain between it and Afghanis-
tan and conceivably might even lead to a shooting war, the Pakistanis
avidently believe that it may eventuauy result in 3 settlement of the
tribal question.

NOTED IN BRIEF

Tuorkish misgivings about US aid without 2 written security agreement
are still evident although the Turkish Government has made no formai
approach to the US for some months. On thz occasion of Ambassador
Wadsworth’s recent departurs for Washington, Foreign Minister Sadak
informally requested that consideration be given to holding Turkish-
US military staff talks to consider common defense plans and mutual
assistance in the event of war. He slso urged that~--if only to deter:

' aggression--announcemant be mada to the USSR of the intention of ,
tha US to join Turkey in resisting aggression. Although the Turks may
not expact their pleas (o achieve any conerete resulis in the nesr
tuture, the matter of security guarantees i3 s0 important to them that

: tlmy will continue their sfforts to obiain US commitments.

* * ’ x

Improvement in Turkey’s balance of trade and foreign sxchange posi-
tion s foreshadowed by the announcement of a bumper cotton crop

aad by the news that productics in 1949 of refined svgar was far
greater than in any preceding year. In 1950 Turkey will thus be able
to export more raw cotton and may well have to import no refiaed

sugar at all.

1
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In futurei perpetrators of Syrian coups witl probab!y be able to deal .
e Paris firm of Bertrand on a cash and carry basis only. Efforts
on the part of this firm to colltct 80,000 franes in payment for a
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haton ordered by the late Marshal Zaim appear (o have besn unavail-
ing. At ons peint, the Syrian Government indicated ils inteation of
retarning the baton to Bertrand, despite offers of reportediy as much
as 200,000 francs by scuvernir collectors. Since the Shishakli coup,
howaver, there has been no further word concerning the whereabouis
of the baton. It is quita probzble that the new ownar {s Shishakli-~
but very uatikely that the Paris firm has coliected the 80,060 francs.

* L =

The much discussed Saudi Arabian loan to Syris now awaits the King's
decision. £ven should this d:cision be favorable, it is not clear where
the money would come from. SAG officizls ure fully cognizant of

the inability of SAG o a2id Syzia financizlly,and their anxtsties have

not been jessened by ARAMCD’s questioning of SAG's need for financial
sesistance if they approve the 16an. Thase officials, reluctant to do

s6 themselves, hava requested that Ambassador Childs talk to the

King and attempt to discourare his wnraalistic approach to the subjest.
‘ Merawhile,(he Syrian Goverament has announced that negotiations have
baen successful. This announcement, which seems premature, may
have unfortunzte raparcussicss upon the prestige of the current regime
should the monay not be forthcoming.

* x *

Iragi Jews are taking advantoxe of the lifting of martial iaw to growd
underground roukes into Iran, from which they can find ways of gel-
ting to Isracl. Penzlties for illegal fuight are slight under present
law, end cmly a few police have been added (o chack the main routes.
The escapses are receiving considerable assistance atong the way
from the loexl citizeary, who apparently have no wish to impede the
develonpment of 2 lucrative business.
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